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Ufton Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Tuesday 2nd February 2016
1.
Record of Members Present:- 
Cllrs Baldwin, Crowther, Tayler, Leeman, Van-Kesteren.

Cllrs Stevens  

2.
Apologises for Absence: - Cllr Riches 
3.
Acceptance of Apologies: - Yes
4.
Declaration of Interests 


Councillors are reminded that they must act solely in the public interest and should never 

improperly confer advantage or disadvantage on any person to act or gain financial or other material benefits for yourself, your family, a friend or close associate.

5.
Dispensations - None

6.
Open Forum - (15 minutes)

Parishioners of Ufton are invited to address the Council on any relevant matter for a maximum of 3 minutes

Superfast Broadband – Parish Clerk has been advised by CSW Broadband that some areas of Ufton will be included in Contract 2 Part 1; wave 1 of the contract has been released. However, CSW Broadband was not able to provide any further detail; as they receive more information they will make the detail available on their website and to those people who have signed up for notifications via their website. http://www.cswbroadband.org.uk 
Biffa Compost Site – Mr Scrivens passed the Parish Council a copy of a letter he has received from the Environment Agency with regard to the odour from the Biffa Compost Site. Mr Scrivens requested the Parish Councils support in relation to his on-going complaint. Cllr Baldwin assured Mr Scrivens the Parish Council is fully aware of the on-going problems with the composting site and have recently contacted the Environment Agency about the same issue.

Defibrillator – Mr Sheepy advised the batteries do not need replacing until Dec 2016.
Cllr Van-Kesteren advised she has been approached by a villager who had asked who is the person to contact if they need to use the defibrillator, as the villager did not wish to go outside at night to collect it. It was agreed in circumstances such as this call 999.

Damaged Verges outside Northcroft – Mr Shepherd has provided the Parish Clerk with the report number he was given by Warwickshire County Council (407/1138). The Parish Clerk has contacted Patch Byrne and he has left her messages, but did not leave a number. The Parish Clerk will contact him again. (Contact phone number and e-mail address obtained).
Grass cutting of verges outside Northcroft – the Parish Clerk advised the meeting she has been told the land belongs to Stratford District Council and they are responsible for maintaining it. Patch Bryne has offered to send the Parish Clerk a copy of the grass cutting map.
A425 Bascote Crossroads – laying water. Cllr Tayler has been approached about the water which “pools” around the junction of the B4452/A452, when turning left onto the A452 towards Leamington.

B4452 – State of road and verges. – concern was raised regarding the poor state of the B4452 from the Harbury down to the junction with the A425. The verges have been damaged by the heavy lorries moving the spoil from the railway cutting to the landfill site, there are now numerous pot holes and trenches; rainwater fills them and cyclists, motorcyclists, runners and pedestrians cannot see the depth of them. The road is very dirty and slippy due to the inclement weather. Cllr Baldwin reminded the Council, Railtrack has agreed to repair the road once the work at the railway cutting has finished.

Cleaning of road signs –Cllr Crowther asked when this is due to be completed. Parish Clerk to contact Highways.

Overgrown Vegetation – Cllr Crowther has been approached by villagers about the overgrown vegetation on the left hand side of Ufton hill when facing downhill. Cllr Wilkinson has been approached by villagers about the overgrown vegetation on the footpaths, namely from Ashgrove Farm up to White Hart Lane, adjacent to the White Hart Public House and from White Hart Lane, opposite Car Consultants to the Bascote crossroads.
A425 Speeding Traffic – Cllr Crowther requested the Parish Clerk write the Highways Department to ask for a “Your speed is” sign to be erected either before the village or in the village.  
Cllr Tayler proposed the Parish Clerk write to the Highways Department, raising the Parish Councils concerns and requesting a site meeting with the Locality Officer, Cllr van-Kesteren seconded, proposal carried unanimously. 
Bus Shelter seat – Cllr Crowther has been approached by a resident about the possibility of having a seat in the bus shelter. The Chairman advised this had been raised previously and that the matter had been closed.
Car Consultants – Cllr van-Kesteren has received a query with regard to the number of vehicles Car Consultants are allowed to have parked in front of the garage and at the side where the cafe used to be. Parish Clerk to make enquiries with SDC Planning.
Representative Report 
Cllr Stevens advised he is working with Carl Curtis from Warwickshire Wildlife Trust to arrange a regular liaison meeting between the Trust and Ufton Parish Council.
HS2 committee stage is due to finish by the end of February, it will then go to the House of Lords; will not see much HS2 activity until 2018.

County Council will have a budget shortfall of £20M over the next three years due to the cut in Government funding.

Stratford District Council recently voted to become a non-constituent member of the West Midlands Combined Authority (WMCA). This means the WMCA will have the right to vote on the Core Strategy.
£5000 will be available from July as a community grant for projects which include health and fitness. 
7.
Minutes of Last Parish Council Meeting

Acceptance of the minutes for the meeting held on Tuesday 5th January 2016 were proposed by Cllr Tayler and seconded by Cllr Crowther. The motion was approved and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
8.
Matters Arising

8.1
Dog Fouling 
The Parish Council is aware dog fouling occurs within the village and will approach Stratford District Council again if evidence of the offender(s) is obtained. 
8.2
E-on Street Lighting

Cllr Crowther advised comparison work is still on-going.
8.3
Parish Council/Village Hall Committee Coffee Morning 30th January 2016 @ 11.00am
Deemed to be a success.
8.4
Landfill/Biffa


Cllr Baldwin will write to Biffa to request details of the next liaison meeting

8.5
Pond Account


To be removed from agenda.
8.6
Grit Bin

Bin to be in place by next meeting due to be held on Tuesday 1st March 2016 

8.7
Pensions Regulator


Cllr Crowther advised no change and still on-going.
9.
Planning Matters 
9.1
Planning Application 15/02595/FUL Lower Fox Farm - Parish Clerk read out an email from Charlotte Dick, Planning Officer. Parish Clerk to forward the email to Cllrs’ Baldwin and Tayler.

Cllr Crowther advised he could not find the Parish Council’s written support for Lower Fox Farm on the planning area of SDC’s website. 
9.2
Planning Application 16/00035/FUL (September Lodge) – following discussion Cllr Leeman proposed the Parish Council support the change of use relating to the existing double garage becoming a  workshop on the condition it is for non-commercial use only.  Cllr Crowther seconded the proposal. All Councillors were in favour apart from Cllr Wilkinson.

10.
Finances   

10.1
Invoices


February Ufton Newsletter and flyer



£27.21 
(VAT £4.53)

Clerks Salary for February 




£137.72


HMRC – PAYE due for February 



£34.20

Jeff Markham Garden Services – Oak Tree Cover Point
£200





Cllr Crowther proposed all items be paid, Cllr Tayler seconded the proposal, all in favour. 
Cllr Crowther confirmed he has completed the paperwork for the Parish Precept and sent it to SDC.
Cllr Crowther took the meeting through the current financial spreadsheet.
11.
Correspondence
Cllr van-Kesteren passed over a copy of a letter dated 20th January 2016 which she had received from Warwickshire County Council regarding a planning application for “the retention of the existing landfill gas management compound and electricity generating station at Ufton Landfill Site”.
12.
Any other business

12.1
Ufton Parish Council Speed Camera – is currently on loan to Long Itchington Parish Council.
13.
Items for next Agenda

Dog Fouling 
EON Street Lighting
Landfill/Biffa
Grit Bin

Pensions Regulator

Highway Issues

Car Consultants – numbers of cars

14.
Date of Next Meeting

1st March 2016
           Signed 
Date


Cllr C Baldwin (Chairman)


