



 UFTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes

Contact address: 14 White Hart Lane, Ufton, Leamington Spa, CV33 9PJ

Email ian@account-able.co.uk Telephone: 01926 612986

Minutes of the Meeting of

Ufton Parish Council

held in The Village Hall, Ufton

at 8.00pm on Tuesday 1st April 2014
1
Record of members present
Parish Councillors: Cllr. Baldwin (Chairman),






Cllr. Crowther (Vice Chairman), Cllr. Tayler,





Cllr. Van Kesteren, Cllr. Wilkinson, Cllr. Stevens (WCC)






Members of the Public: 4
2 
Apologies for absence
Cllr. Sheepy
3
Acceptance of apologies
Yes

4
Declaration of Interest
None
5
Dispensations


Cllr. Van Kesteren did not need a Dispensation in relation to the

appointment of a new Parish Clerk; she was entitled to comment, but would not take part in any vote.
6
Open Forum


Mrs Ingham queried whether Stratford District Council would seriously consider the Stoneythorpe Magna proposal? Cllr. Wilkinson thought the consultation periods had ended, but Cllr. Stevens said that was for the Core Strategy – which could be affected if this proposal was put forward. Cllr. Crowther noted the proposal predicted a 45% increase in traffic through Ufton and wondered whether its acceptance, coupled with the planned HS2 roadworks, might strengthen the case for a village bypass. Cllr. Tayler said we had to accept that Ufton is no longer a quiet, rural community.

Mr Shepherd queried the current status of the speed gun and the continuing use of Ufton Fields as a rat-run, particularly in the early morning.  Cllr. Baldwin said he could not get anyone to take responsibility for its calibration. Cllr. Crowther suggested the Police Commissioner, but Cllr. Baldwin said he had done so, but had not had a response; would it be possible to meet with him? Cllr. Stevens confirmed that was possible and suggested he contact the Speed awareness Officers vat WCC and copy him in. Mr. Shepherd was still concerned that residents of Deppers Bridge used Ufton Fields, rather than turn right at the Bascote crossroads. Cllr. Baldwin said that once it was light at 6.00am he would arrange for the two of them to use the gun for a week as a deterrent. 

Cllr. Tayler said a parishioner had informed him that on the previous day the SE wind had brought a horrid smell of rotting compost from the Recycling Plant, which had been repeated at 11.00pm in the evening. Cllr. Wilkinson agreed that parishioners should take direct action and report it to the Environmental Agency themselves.

WCC/SDC Representative reports
Cllr. Stevens said the Second Reading of the HS2 Hybrid Bill was scheduled for 28 or 29 April; WCC would hold a briefing session on Petitioning in the morning and afternoon of 24 April at Shire Hall. Cllr. Baldwin had been invited and would attend.  
Southam College had received a two-day OFSTED inspection the previous week and was very pleased with the results. It had received 255 applications for 210 Admission places, but it was envisaged that all would go through on appeal. The new Maths Block would open in September.
The Better Care Act is currently going through Parliament, but is toing and froing between the Lords and the Commons. If passed, it will provide a Better Care Fund, intended to provide older people with the means to buy care, whether when they come out of a main hospital or go into a minor hospital for up to six weeks to recuperate. The grounds for eligibility have yet to be established.
The new housing planned comes into effect next year with up to 70 apartments; Patch Byrne was not available last week through ill health.

7
Approval of Minutes
The draft Minutes of 11th March 2014 were approved as a true record. Proposed Cllr. Wilkinson, seconded Cllr. Tayler and signed by the Chairman.  
8
 Matters Arising
8.1
Gypsy site consultation. There will be a meeting in Harbury Village Club at 6.30pm on Thursday 10th April which will also be attended by Jeremy Wright, MP.  It is his intention to discuss matters relating to both WDC and SDC proposed sites.

8.2
Broadband update. Cllr. Baldwin understood that Harbury would be updated towards the end of 2014, but had not been able to establish if this applied to the Exchange itself and so benefit Ufton too.

8.3
HS2 Update. Cllr. Stevens had covered this item in his report.
8.4
Ufton Emergency Plan. Cllr. Baldwin was proofreading the revised document for which Cllr. Tayler thanked him; he suggested that once that was completed it should be circulated to all councillors for their comments. Cllr. Van Kesteren said she could be added to the list of qualified First-aiders. A defibrillator would cost some £1,000, but would not need a power supply until used; grant funding was unlikely if there was limited access i.e. it was inside the Village Hall. If it was subject to public access i.e. in the open, a grant might be available, but only if a dedicated First Response Team exists.  Cllr. Tayler believed that Barford satisfy that criteria and have made an application; he would query the current position and report back at the next meeting. Thanks were expressed to him.
8.5
Appointment of Parish Clerk. Cllr. Baldwin introduced Mr Adrian Van Kesteren who had been interviewed by himself, Cllr. Crowther and Cllr. Wilkinson. This had resulted in the position being offered to him on an initial 6 month period trial. He welcomed Mr. Van Kesteren, but he responded that he has yet to accept the appointment. Cllr. Baldwin hoped that he would and assured him that he would be mentored.

9
Planning Matters
The Old Bakehouse, Ufton Fields –
14/00439/FUL

Cllr Baldwin had responded that the Parish Council had no objection.

Lower Fox Farm, Bascote –

 14/00515/FUL
Cllr. Baldwin  had responded that the Parish Council had no objection, but had since learnt from SDC that the application was not valid.
10
Finance
10.1 
The following invoice was presented for payment:


Mrs Ingham: 

Printing of April Ufton News
£31.50

Ufton Village Hall
Community Grant for the purchase of new tables £400.00


Clerk’s Salary

Nil

It was resolved to make payment - proposed Cllr. Crowther and seconded Cllr. Tayler. 

10.2 
Payments received

Nil
11
Correspondence.
The following items had been received:

11.1
Access to Documents





-
WALC

11.2
Parish Council Representative on Standards Committee
-
S.D.C 


11.3
Invite to Open Evening & Reception 



-
W,C.C

11.4
Transport & Highways Up-date



-
W.C.C.

11.5
Dealing with Complaints of Councillors Misconduct
-
S.D.C

11.6
Newsletter dealing with a number of issues


-
WALC

11.7
Audit Pack






-
Grant Thornton

11.8
Details of proposed New Village at Stoneythorpe Magna
-
Framptons

              (on behalf of Dallas Burston Polo Grounds)
Following Cllr. Burrows’ resignation, Cllr. Baldwin had notified SDC. A Notice has been placed on the village notice board, the village website and also at SDC that “If more than 10 parishioners request an election in writing one will be arranged. If no such request is received by 7th April 2014, the Parish Council can co-opt a replacement to fill the vacancy.
Cllr. Baldwin had received the Renewal for WALC membership for 2014/2015 at a cost of £92.00 and Cllr. Crowther had circulated councillors by email prior to the meeting that he had obtained a supply of 120 2nd Class stamps for the discounted price of £58.38.
It was agreed to issue cheques for both immediately with the decision to be ratified at the next meeting; proposed Cllr. Tayler proposed and seconded Cllr. Van Kesteren.
12 
Items for next Agenda


Stoneythorpe Magna
Speed Gun


WALC Membership £92.00


Purchase of 120 2nd Class stamps £58.38


Councillor vacancy – Cllr. Baldwin will contact Graham Raspin at SDC in the interim to confirm the date of the next Parish Council election.
13 
Date of next meeting. Tuesday 6th May 2014 which will also be the Annual General Meeting
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 20.50hrs
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