
UFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 7th February 2012
in the Village Hall 

1  Present: Parish Cllrs J Wilkinson (Chairman), C Baldwin and  
L Van Kesteren. CCllr R Stevens and DCllr C Spencer.  Clerk Jane Cove. 
2      Apologies for absence: P Cllrs Tayler, Crowther and Burrows
3      Declaration of interest in any agenda item: None

4      Open session

4.1  Public participation:  
i)  Cllr Wilkinson advised that Mr & Mrs Overs had requested that the Parish Council's oak tree outside their house be trimmed again.  All agreed and Cllr Wilkinson will approach a local tree surgeon to see if this would be possible to complete within a month.
ii)  Mrs Gillian Ingham requested that the Parish Council write to thank WCC for replacing the styles with gates on the walk from Ufton to Harbury

iii)  Mr David Shepherd said that he had been asking for 4 months and wondered when the speed gun would be returning?  Cllr Wilkinson replied that Ufton has had to wait its turn in the queue of other villages eager to use it.   Cllr Burrows has been informed that the gun will shortly be returned to Ufton and he is arranging a date with the Police for it to be delivered.

iv)  Mr David Shepherd wondered why he is being charged £110.00 to have waste bins delivered to his new property.  Cllr Spencer will contact SDC to pursue this.

v)  Mr David Shepherd reported that there have been a number of incidences of dog fouling in the village.  The Parish Council will put a notice in the Ufton News for villagers to be alert, with a reminder that anyone not clearing up after their dog, could be fined £1000.00

vi)  Mr John Strachan had three questions in regard to the recent Extraordinary Planning Meeting:


a)  He felt that the reminder that any response of an objection, would 
require a member of the Parish Council to go to Stratford for the 
Committee Meeting, was rather leading.  Cllr Wilkinson responded that 
this was just a reminder, not a threat.  On one occasion in the past, when 
the Parish Council had responded with an objection (which has forces an 
planning application to Committee)  it had not been possible for a 
member of the Parish Council to attend and this had reflected poorly on 
the PC.


b)  Why the material consideration of parking was not mentioned in the 
Parish Council's response?  Cllr Wilkinson responded that the feeling of 
the Parish Council was that this was not a major consideration, as many 
people are in the same position, in having to reverse onto Ufton Fields.  
SDC had advised that the amended plans met parking regulations.  Cllr 
Spencer added that the Planning Officer was mindful of this.

c)  Why was it not possible to speak during the meeting?  It is only fair to 
respond to comments.  Cllr Wilkinson responded that this is a standard 
procedure and  how Councils operate.  It was felt that plenty of time was 
given at the beginning of the meeting for the case to be stated.  
Additionally, the Chair did allow the opportunity to make some further 
brief points during the closed part of the meeting.

4.2.1  County Councillor Bob Steven:  reported that:

i)  the Transport Minister has decided to proceed with HS2 and on the route, as advertised.  The next move is the Hybrid Bill to be passed, which may be at the end of the year.  A Business Plan and Environmental Statement needs to be produced and WCC will be talking to HS2 to discuss mitigation.  The County Council is part of 51M, which is mindful to go to a judicial review, to try to stop HS2.  The Action Groups have formed a federation, so there will be only one voice.  HS2 will hold meetings for local people.  (The first being on either 26th or 28th March)

ii)  Council Tax - there will be no increase in the County's portion of the Council Tax 
4.2.2  District Councillor Chris Spencer reported that:

i)  SDC will reduce its portion of the Council Tax by 1%, this continuing to be the lowest in Warwickshire.
ii) The Local Development Framework sets out principles in housing and land for employment.  There will be a six week consultation period starting shortly.  This document makes provision for 8,000 homes over 20 years - however, not more than 2% of the original housing stock, will be allocated to any area.

iii)  No decision has been taken for the Polo Grounds planning application

5.       Minutes of the meeting on  3rd January 2012 and 20th January 2012 – the Minutes of the meetings were confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed Cllr Van Kesteren, seconded Cllr Baldwin.
6.     Matters arising:
6.1 Speeding: Cllr Burrows had advised the Clerk that the speed gun is now ready to be returned to Ufton and he will co-ordinate a delivery date with the Police.
7.  Village Church Fete:  Cllr Van Kesteren reported that a request for volunteers to help run the Fete had been made in February's Ufton News.  No-one, as yet, has come forward.
8.  Planning:

8.1 New Planning Applications: None

8.2 Planning Decisions: 
8.2.1  10/00173/LDE Use of part of building for the stationing of mobile home (dimensions 3m x 9.14m) for residential purposes and for security purposes.  Mr G Byrne.  Refused
9.   Correspondence  - 

 9.1 for information – 
 i)  Eon Street Lighting Maintenance letter advising this will be £55.22 per qtr plus VAT (currently £53.86)
 ii)  Clerks and Councils Direct Magazine
9.2 or discussion – none
10.  Finance –  the following accounts were approved for payment.  Proposed Cllr Van Kesteren, seconded Cllr Baldwin:
10.1 G Ingham – Ufton News February/Printer Ink/Envelopes

   £46.23
10.2 Jane Cove - January Salary 
         
 
                         £114.30

10.3 EON electricty charge 3rd Qtr




 £126.78

10.4  EON - faulty street light charge

                

   £14.40 

11    Councillor Vacancy - the Clerk reported that the necessary notice has been placed on the Notice Board for 14 days to determine if residents wish to call an election.  This has not been the case.  An advertisement has been placed in the Ufton News and anyone interested in being co-opted onto the Parish Council should advise the Clerk by 5th March 2012
12    Members' Reports/Items for next meeting:  The Clerk reported that WCC will be installing new road studs in the solid white centre line to reinforce its presence, in order to improve the road markings on A425.

Items for next meeting: 
i)    Jubilee Beacon - Cllr Tayler had advised that this is progressing

ii)   HS2 - representative to attend forthcoming meeting

iii)  Church Village Fete

iv)  Councillor Vacancy
13    Meet & Greet:  Both recent families moving to the village had been met and given a Welcome Pack.
14    Date of next meeting:  6th March 2012
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.52 pm
Signed:  





Date: 6th March 2012
Chairman


