UFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November 2010 

in the Village Hall 

1  Present: Parish Cllrs J Tayler (Chairman), J Burrows, I Crowther and J Wilkinson.  J Cove (Clerk) and District/County Councillor R Stevens. 
Three parishioners.  

2 Apologies for absence: Cllr Egging; Cllr Van Kesteren
3 Declaration of interest in any agenda item: None

4 Open session

4.1  Public participation: 

a)  Relating to items on the Agenda:
b)  Relating to other matters

i)  Mr Shepherd expressed concern about the expenditure on extensive road repairs in Ufton Fields.  He thought that the Parish Council should write to Warwickshire County Council to say we did not want this and Mr Baldwin suggested that the money could be used instead for a speed hump to reduce the speeding problem in the lane.  All agreed and Cllr Tayler suggested a letter is written to Warwickshire County Council in this regard.  Cllr Stevens warned that if a vehicle is damaged as a result of the unmade up road, the Parish Council may be liable and felt that the money would not be diverted elsewhere.  Action Clerk to write to WCC

ii)  Mr Baldwin reported that the gulley by The White Hart had been jetted again but it appears that the pipe is broken and needs replacing.  Action Clerk to contact Highways
iii)  Mrs Ingham enquired if the Parish Council is going to show solidarity with other villages and ‘unite and fight’ HS2.  Cllr Stevens said that all political parties are in favour of the new rail line and there will be a public consultation commencing February/March 2011 with the actual route being announced in December 11/January 12.    He suggested that the Parish Council wait until the formal consultation and then put in a vociferous argument.  All agreed with this calm and considered approach and Cllr Tayler added that the village will be informed and updated when there is the public consultation.

iv)  Mrs Ingham asked who is going to meet and greet new residents with the Welcome Pack.  This will be on the Agenda at the next meeting.

v)  Cllr Tayler reported that there had been more fly tipping when rubble was dumped overnight on Monday.  This has now been removed by WCC.
4.2  WCC/SDC – Cllr Stevens reported:
· The County Council has been trying to save £60m over 4 years.  About 1500-2000 jobs will be lost as a result of this – a lot with early retirement and voluntary redundancy but some compulsory redundancies will be made as well.
· Libraries are the most controversial item on the agenda

· All grants will be placed in one pot – making things more flexible 

· There is a discussion on how to use the money Tesco’s invested in Southam, for the benefit of bring people into the town.

· The District Council is undergoing a major re-organisation with more redundancies of top jobs

· New housing requires 4000 dwellings to be built over 6/7 years – some will be in local villages

· Dallas Burston withdrew the latest planning application for the erection of a marquee style events building – another application is expected in January.

· Community Forums are here to stay – however, they are still finding their way as to what people want and are more popular in areas where there are no Parish Councils

5.  Minutes of meeting on 5th October 2010 – the Minutes were confirm as a true record and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed Cllr Wilkinson, seconded Cllr Burrows
6.  Matters arising:
6.1 Fly Tipping:  The Clerk advised that the alleged culprit of the recent fly tipping had not shown up for interview, so a penalty charge has been sent to his address.  He has also been advised that ignoring this will only result in greater costs, possible court proceedings and greater press coverage.  The recent article in The Courier was pointed out to him, to show that this is not going to go away.  Warwickshire County Council assures the Parish Council that the case will be escalated as high as possible in order to reach a satisfactory conclusion
6.3 Speeding:  Cllr Tayler had attended the recent Community Forum meeting where the idea of the some members of the community being trained in the use of speed guns was met with great support.  We now have a team of 6.  Cllr Burrows will now contact PC Rod Joy to arrange training for the team.
7.  The Pond – (this item was taken in the public forum) Mr Baldwin had advised that there was nothing further to report at this time and with the current economic climate, all efforts to gain funds for the Pond had been in vain.  Cllr Tayler thanked both Mr Baldwin and Mr Shepherd for their efforts in fund-raising so far and asked if the Pond would benefit in the use of the £1296 which is ring fenced in the bank.  Mr Shepherd explained that at least £4500 would be required to start off the project and without this amount of money, it makes no sense to continue at this time.  All agreed.
8.  Planning:
8.1 New Planning Applications: 

8.2 Planning Decisions

8.2.2  Dr  Dallas Burston – Dallas Burston Polo Grounds – erection of a ‘marquee’ 
style events building.   10/01583/FUL – Withdrawn
8.2.3   Mr P  Barrett – 1 St Michaels Close – erection of two storey side extension 
and single storey rear extension (revised design following 
previous approval) 
10/01780/FUL – Pending
9 Correspondence

9.1 for discussion

9.1.1    Planning Enforcement Workshop
9.2  for information:

9.2.1 WRCC Magazine
9.2.2 Affordable Rural Housing
9.2.3 Clerks and Councils Direct

10 Finance

10.1.1 The following were approved for payment:
10.1.2 G Ingham – Ufton News Nov


            £19.74

10.1.3 Jane Cove – Salary Oct

   £139.95}

10.1.4 Jane Cove – gift for Internal Auditor
     £16.99}    £156.94

10.1.5 Warwickshire Training Partnership


£25.00

10.1.6 Eon – unmetered supply 2nd Qtr

          £124.66

11       Items for next meeting:   Precept/Meet and Greet
12       Date of next meeting: 7th December 2010 at 8.15 pm in Ufton Village Hall
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.38pm
Signed:  






Date:  7th December 2010

Chairman
         
 



