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Ufton Parish Council
Minutes of the Meeting held on 

Tuesday 3rd November 2015

1.
Record of Members Present:- 

Cllrs Baldwin, Crowther, Tayler, Wilkinson, Stevens, van Kesteren, Leeman plus 1 member of the public  

2.
Apologises for Absence: - Cllr Riches
3.
Acceptance of Apologises: - Accepted
4.
Declaration of Interests 


Councillors are reminded that they must act solely in the public interest and should never 

improperly confer advantage or disadvantage on any person to act or gain financial or other material benefits for yourself, your family, a friend or close associate.

5.
Dispensations


None

6.
Open Forum - (15 minutes)

Parishioners of Ufton are invited to address the Council on any relevant matter for a maximum of 3 minutes

Cllr Tayler raised his concerns regarding the recent air quality in Ufton relating to the overwhelming compost smell; Cllr Tayler rang the Environment Agency to complain.
Cllr Baldwin advised he had also been contacted by a parishioner with regard to the bad smell. It was agreed a reminder would be put into the village newsletter reminding parishioners the Environment Agency are open 24/7 in relation to complaints.

It was also agreed the Parish Clerk will write a letter to the Environment Agency and request information as to the number of complaints they have received since January 2014. 

Grit Bin, Broad Close – Cllr Baldwin to:- contact Warwickshire County Council to see if they will fill the bin or allow the Parish Council to purchase Salt/Grit from W.C.C. Also Cllr Baldwin to obtain the costs of filling the bin from a builder’s merchant.

SDC Representative Report 
Cllr Baldwin advised the meeting that Cllr Riches had informed him that Dallas Burston Polo Ground had lost their appeal against having the “Closure of the entrance into the Polo Ground which they have created along Bascote Lane for access to the Sunday Market”. This will entail the white fencing being removed and the hedging reinstated.
WCC Representative Report – Cllr R Stevens

Cllr Stevens advised all of the Warwickshire Authorities apart from Nuneaton and Bedworth have voted against becoming a member of the West Midlands Combined Authority. Warwickshire County Council is now looking to see if it can go it alone, i.e. retain the status quo.
School Transport – at a recent meeting of the full council the majority of changes have been agreed. Further investigations are to be made with regard to transport provision for mentally handicapped children attending nursery.  

Warwickshire Police Commissioner does not intend to stand for re-election in May 2016.
7.
Minutes of Last Parish Council Meeting

The following amendments were requested:-

Page 1 Item 6 – SDC Representative Report – first paragraph ought to read “Cllr Riches” as opposed to “Cllr Stevens” 

Page 2 Item 8.1 first line ought to read “two villagers” as opposed to “two visitors”
Subject to the above amendments being made the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th October 2015 were proposed and seconded. The motion was approved and the minutes were duly signed by the Chairman.
8.
Matters Arising

8.1
Dog Fouling 

Cllr Crowther will put a reminder about “picking up after your dog” in the village newsletter.
8.2
E-on Street Lighting

Nothing to report
8.3
Co-option of a Councillor

Nothing to report. Cllr Tayler suggested this item be taken off the agenda. All Councillors are aware of the vacancy and can raise the subject in the future if necessary.   
8.4
HS2 Open Day, The Grange, Southam
There was general consensus the meeting did not provide any further new information apart from the fact work on the viaduct will commence in 2017 – 18 with work on Wood Farm Tunnel commencing in 2020 – 2021. The spoil from the Tunnel will no longer be taken away via the Welsh Road East, but will be used to create the embankments of the new viaducts.

Cllr Crowther was given the large maps used at the open day with the intention of displaying them at the village Coffee Morning on 30th January 2016. 

9.
Planning Matters – none
Cllr Baldwin will ask Cllr Riches if there is any further information with regard to the enforcement notice served on the Dallas Burston Polo Ground. 
10.
Finances   

10.1
Invoices


Ufton News 






£23.40

Clerks Salary for November




£137.72

HMRC – PAYE due for November



£34.20
Councillors agreed ALL items be paid
Cllr Crowther proposed inclusion of £17.00 payment for a Remembrance Wreath to be laid on behalf of the Parish Council on Sunday 8th November 2015. Cllr Leeman seconded the inclusion of the payment. All Cllrs were in favour.
Cllr Crowther provided copies of the Parish Councils finances and confirmed the full precept has now been received. He also advised the meeting he has received confirmation the Parish Council will receive a VAT refund.

Cllr Tayler asked if it is possible to use the “Pond Fund” to buy premium bonds, as opposed to the fund lying ring fenced in the Parish Councils bank account. Cllr Crowther to ask the Internal Auditor if this is permissible. 

11
Correspondence
Letter from Warwickshire County Council about Primary Gritting Routes in Warwickshire 2015 -  2016

12.
Items for next Agenda


Coffee Morning 30.01.16 @ 10.00 am
Dog Fouling

E.on Street Lighting
Recycling

Pond Account – Future Investment
13.
Date of Next Meeting
1st December 2015
           Signed 
Date


Cllr C Baldwin (Chairman)


