

              UFTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2012

in the Village Hall

1. Record of members present Parish Cllrs J Tayler (Chairman), C Baldwin, I Crowther, P Sheepy     J Wilkinson, L Van Kesteren.  Cllr R Stevens and DCllr C Spencer. 1 member of public

2. Apologies:Cllr.Baldwin

3. Declaration of interest: None

4. Open Session:

4.1 Public Participation: Parishioner raised concerns around the overgrown state of grass around the seat in Broad Close.  Despite some work being carried out the area is still unkempt.  It was resolved for the Clerk to request works to be carried out to rectify situation to a suitable standard.  It was also reported that several “pot holes” in the same area needed attending to.  This will also be reported and resolved.

4.2 WCC/SDC Representative’s Reports: Cllr Stevens reported on HS2 and Street Lighting – a discussion was held around the need to turn off street lights in the village during the hours of midnight and 5am.  It was resolved for the Clerk to determine cost savings.

5. Approve Minutes from May 2012 meeting: It was resolved to approve and sign the draft minutes as a true record of the meeting

6. Matters Arising:

6.1 Traffic in Ufton Fields – The speed camera has been used twice in the village, Clerk to obtain results and request an update at next meeting.

6.2 Housing Needs Survey – Survey was distributed with the last newsletter a deadline for responses was the 25th June 2012.  Results to be discussed at next meeting.

6.3 Neighbourhood watch – Cllr. Baldwin to report at next meeting

6.4 HS2 – Cllr Stevens advised that the next forum week.  Environmental impact assessment being prepared.  Cllr Baldwin will be attending a meeting on 20th June – Clerk to ask for a report to Council next meeting.

7. Parish/Neighbourhood Plan – A discussion was held around a competition for Children in the village to capture what they considered to the “Best” and “Worst” aspects of the village.  The photographs to be displayed at the Coffee morning in the Autumn.  Cllr Van Kesteren to co-ordinate. Clerk to advertise in the Newsletter

8. Planning:

8.1 New planning application – 

8.1.1. Mrs S Miller, Wood Farm, Ridgeway Lane – use of building as a dwelling

Ref. 12/01093/LDE – Chair explained the background to the development - the plans  were reviewed by the Councillors present.  It was unanimously  resolved to support the application

8.2 Planning decisions : None

9. Correspondence – 

9.1 for information: No specific items reviewed at meeting

9.2 For discussion: Stratford District Council – Dog Fouling – funding for Dog Warden.  We have been asked if we want to become involved in a project to fund a Dog Warden.  Following a review it was resolved for the Parish Council to express and interest and for the Clerk to determine benefits and costs to bring to next meeting.  Cllr. Wilkinson proposed and Cllr Sheepy seconded.

10. Finance – approve the following accounts for payment:

10.1 G Ingham – Ufton News June + stamps
£39.40

10.2 J Saunders – May Salary


£114.30

10.3 J Cove – May Salary



£114.30

10.4 Parish Council Insurance 


£362.19

10.5 Eon





£53.83

            It was resolved to approve the above payments as correct.

11. Bank Signatories and change of address:  The outgoing Clerk Jane Cove needs to have her name removed as a signatory and the new Clerk Jayne Saunders and Cllr Sheepy  need to have their names added.  Relevant forms from HSBC were completed and signed at the meeting.

12. Contract and Job description for New Clerk: The Contract and Job description were circulated with the agenda for approval and it was resolved to approve the Chair and Clerk to complete process of signing outside of the meeting.

13. Parish Walk: - In the past Councillors have tried to engage with Parishioner through “surgeries” and also through Parish meetings.  A “Walk” around the Parish was discussed for Councillors to review all aspects of Highways and any maintenance issues.  It was resolved for the Clerk to organise accompaniment by a Highways representative on a Saturday morning– dates to be advertised in the newsletter to allow members of the public to meet Councillors over specific issues in their specific locality.

14. Members’ reports – items for next meeting: Street Lighting – review costs/implications of switching off the street lights during the hours of midnight and 5am. Faster Broadband speed. Grass cutting. Training –code of conduct.

15. Meet and Greet: CllrTayler to give pack to Cllr Van Kesteren.  

16. Date of next meeting : 3rd July 2012

17. Meeting closed at:9.10pm


